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tfSeji bi pe he pet). -3 henjen bjiymjep on hep pet. 
COe t)it)e cnottet) prjienjep abuton hejie lxeueT). 3 
uupy^en to p it jxt)e to pe hsepnep. £i titen heom 
in quaptepne pap natpep 3 pnakep “3 patep psepon inne. 
*3 tpapen heom ppa. Sume hi t>it>en in cpucet hup. 
p ip in an cepte p pap pcopt -3 napeu. -3 un-tep. *3 
t)it>e pcaeppe ptanep pep inne. -3 ppenjte pe man pxp 
mne. p hi bpsecon alle pe limep. In mam op pe cap- 
tkp paepon lop *3 jpl. p psepon pachentejep p tpa 
o< 3 ep ppe men hatten onoh to bsepon onne. p pap ppa 
maCet p ip pxptnet to an beom. -3 titen an pcaspp 
ipen abuton pa mannep ppote *3 hip halp. p he ne 
mihte nopiteppaptep ne pitren. ne lien, ne plepen. 
oc baepon al p ipen. CDam pupen hi tpapen mit) hun- 
jaep. J ne canne. *3 ne mai tellen alle pe puntep. ne 
alle pe pinep p hi titen ppecce men on hip lant>. -3 p 
laptete pa xix. pintpe pile Stephne pap kin j. -3 aeupe 
it pap uueppe ant) uueppe. laeiten jaeiltep on pe 
tunep asupeu pile. *3 clepeten it tenpepie. pa pe 
Lecce men ne hatten nan mope to jiuen. pa pasueten 
ant) bpenton alle pe tunep. p pel pu mihtep papen 
all ataeip pape pcultept pu neupe pmten man in tune 
pittente. ne lant> tilet). Da pap copn txpe. 3 plec. 
3 caspe 3 butepe. pop nan ne pxp o pe lant. Ulpecce 
men ptupuen op hungup, pume jeten on jelmep pe 
papen pum pile pice men. pum plujen ut op lante. 
IDep nseupe jaet mape ppeccehet) on lant). ne naeupe 
heten men peppe ne titen pan hi titen. pop ouep 
piton ne pop-bapen hi noufe’ep cipce. ne cypce-iaept. 
oc nam al pe jot) p pap inne pap. 3 bpenten pySen pe 
cypce 3 altejaetepe. N e hi ne pop-bapen bipcopep 
lant). ne abbotep. ne ppeoptep. ac pasueten munecep. 
3 clepekep. 3 aeupic man oSep pe ouep myhte. Dip 
tpa men o^ep ppe coman pit>ent> to an tun. al pe 
tunpcipe plujaen pop heom. penten p hi psepon 
jiaeuepep. De bipcopep 3 lepet) men heom cuppete 
asupe. oc pap heom naht pap op. pop hi paepon all 
pop- cuppast 3 pop-puopen 3 poplopen. Wap pse me 
tiletie. pe ep^e ne bap nan copn. pop pe lant) pap all 
pop- ton mit) puilce tastep. 3 hi pasten open lice p 
fcpipt plep. 3 hip halechen. Suilc 3 mape panne pe 
cunnen psein. pe polenten xix. pintpe. pop upe pinnep. 
On al pi p yuele time heolt) COaptin abbot hip abbot- 
pice xx. pintep. 3 halp ja?p. 3 vin. tasip. mit) micel 
pume. 3 pant) pe munekep. 3 te jeptep al p heom be- 
houet). 3 heolt) mycel capitet) in the hup. anti poS pe- 
SSepe ppohte on pe cipce 3 pette pap to lantep 3 pen- 
tep. 3 jotet it puySe ant last it pepen. ant bpohte 
heom into pe nepae mynptpe on p. Petpep mseppe-tsei 
mit micel puptpcipe. p pap anno ab mcapnatione Dom. 
mcxl. a comhuptione loci xxm. Ant he pop to 
Rome 3 psep psep pasl untep-panjen ppam pe Pape 
Gujeme. 3 bejast thape ppiuilejiep. an op alle be 
lantep op pabbot-pice. - 3 an o^ep op pe lantep pe lien 
to pe cipce- pican. 3 jip he lenj mopte liuen. alpe he 
mint to ton op pe hoptep-pycan. Ant he bejast 
in lantep p pice men hepten mit ptjienjpe. op Wil- 
lelm COaltuit pe heolt Rojinjham captel he pan 
Lotinjham 3 Gptun. 3 op £ujo op Waltuile he pan 
£yptlinjb. 3 Stanepij. 31.x. pof. op Altepinjle aslc 
jaep. Ant he makete manie munekep. 3 plantete 
pimsept. 3 makete manie peopkep. 3 pente pe tun 
betepe pan it aep p.ep. ant pasp jot munec 3 jot man. 
3 pop^i hi luueten Dot ant jote men. Nu pe pillen 
pasjen pum tel pat belamp on Stephne kinjep time. 
On hip time pe Juteup op Nop-pic bohton an Epipten 
cilt bepopen Gptpen. ant pineten him alle pe lice pi- 
mnj p upe Dpihten pap pinet. ant on lanj-ppitaei 
him on pote henjen pop upe Dpihtnep luue. 3 py< 5 en 
bypieten him. Wenten p it pculte ben pop-holen. oc 
upe Dpihtin atypete p he pap hall maptyp. 3 to mu • 
nekep him namen. 3 bebypiet him hejlice. in Se myn- 
ptpe. 3 he maket pup upe Dpihtin punteplice ant 
mam-pselthce mipaclep. 3 hatte hep. Willelm:- 

On pip jasp com Dauit kinj op Scotlant mit op- 
mete paspt to pip lant polte pinnan pi p lant. 3 him 
com tojaenep Willelm eopl op Albamap pe pe kin j 
atte beteht Guop-pic. 3 to otep asuez men mit paeu 
men 3 puhten pit heom. 3 plemten pe kinj ast te 
ptantapt. 3 plojen pufSe micel op hip jen je:- 


On pip jsep polte pe kin j Stephne taecen Rotbept 
eopl op Dlouceptpe. pe kinjep pune ^enpiep. ac he ne 
mihte pop he papt it pap. Da eptep hi pe len jten J 
peptepete pe punne 3 te tsei abuton nontit tSjep. 

?a men eten p me lihtete cantlep to seten bi. 3 p p a p \ 
xiii. kb. Appil. paepon men puibe oppuntpet. Dep 
eptep popt-peopte WiUelm Aipce-bipcop op Lant- 
oap bypij. 3 te kinj makete Teobalt iEpce-bipcop. 
ie pap abbot in pe Bee. Dep eptep psex pui^e micel 
uueppe betuyx pe kmj 3 Rantoip eopl op Laq rpe 
noht popbi p he ne jap him al p he cu$e axen him. 
alpe he tite alle oSpe. oc asppe pe mape lap heom pe 
iseppe hi psepon him. De eopl heolt Lmcol aj^nep 
?e kinj. 3 benam him al p he ahte to hauen, 3 te kin-r 
pop pitep 3 bepsette him 3 hip bpo'6ep Willelm te 
R . . . ape in pe captel. 3 te eopl ptsel ut 3 pepte 
eptep Rotbi-pt eopl op Dlouceptpe. 3 bpoht him 
pitep mit micel pept. ant puhten ppifte on Dantel- 
mappe-taei ajenep heope lauept. 3 namen him. pop 
hip men him puyken 3 plujsen. ant ket him to Bpip. 
tope ant titen pap m ppipun. 3 . . . tepep Da pap 
all Gnjle-lant ptypet map pan aep p^p. ant all yuei 
ptp m lante. Dep eptep com pe kinjep tohtep 
£enpiep pe hepte ben Gmpepic on Alamame. 3 nu 
paep cunteppe in Anjou. 3 com to Luntene. 3 re 
Luntemppce pole hipe polte ttcen 3 pcse pleh. 3 pop- 
lep pap micel:- Dep eptep pe bipcop op Wm-ceptpe 
£enpi. pe kinjep bpo'Sep Stephnep. ppac pit Rot- 
bept eopl 3 pit pempepice ant ppop heom a'Sap y he 
neupe ma nut te kinj hip bpotep polte halten. 3 
cuppete alle pe men pe nut him heolten. ant pste 
heom p he poite iiuen heom up Win-ceptpe. 3 tite 
heom cumen pitep. Da hi psep mne psepen pa com pe 
kmjep cuen . . . hipe ptpenj^e 3 bepset heom. p pep 
;iaep inne nucel hunjaep. Da hi ne lenj ne muhten 
polen. pa ptali hi ut 3 plujen. 3 hi pup^en pap pi- 
‘Suten 3 polecheten heom. ant namen Rotbept eopl 
op Dlou-ceptpe ant letten lum to Roue-ceptpe. ant 
titen him pape in ppipun. ant te empepice pleh into 
an mynptpe. Da peopten Sa pipe men betpyx. pe, 
kinjep ppeont 3 te eoplep ppeont. ant pahtlete pua 
p me pculte leten ut pe kin j op ppipun pop pe eopl. 

3 te eopl pop pe kin j. 3 pua titen SiSen 'Sep ep- 
tep pathleten pe kinj 3 Rantoip eopl at Stan-popt 3 
aSep ppopen ant tpeuSep paepton p hep nouSep 
'"’culte bepuiken oSep. 3 it ne pop-ptot naht. pop 
be kinj him piSen nam in pamrun. puphe picci p^t. 3 
tite him in ppipun. 3 ep ponep he Jet him ut puphe 
pseppe pet to p popepapte p he puop on hahtom. 3 
jyplep pant, p he alle hip captlep pculte nuen up. 
Sume he lap up ant pume ne lap he noht. ant tite 
panne pseppe Sanne he hsep pculte. Da pap Gnjle- 
.ant puiSe to-telet. pume helten nut te kinj 3 
pume mit pempepice. pop pa pe kinj pap in ppipun. 
pa penten pe eop ep 3 te pice men p he neupe mape 
pculte cumme ut. 3 psehtleten pyt pempepice 3 
bpohten hipe into Oxen-popt. ant fallen lupe pe 
bupch:- Da Se kin j pap ute. pa hepte p psejen. ant 
toe hip peopt 3 bepaet hipe in pe tup. 3 me Ut hipe 
tun on mht op pe tup mit papep. 3 y ral ut 3 pcse 
pleh 3 ix te on pote to Walinj-popt, Dsep eptep 
pcoi pepte opep px. 3 hi op biopmanti penten alle 
ppa pe kinj to pe eopl op Anjaeu. pume hepe pankep 
3 pume hepe un pankep. pop he bepxt heom til hi 
aiauen up hepe captlep 3 hi nan helpe ne haepten op 
pe kinj. Da pepte Guptace pe kinjep pune to 
Fpance. 3 nam pe kinjep puptep op £ pance to pipe, 
pente to bijaeton Nopmanti psep puph. oc he ppette 
itel. 3 be jote pihte. pop he pap an yuel man. pop 
pape pe he . . . . tite mape yuel panne jot. he peuebe 

pe lanbep 3 Uibe mic p on. he bpohte hip 

pip to Gnjle-lanb. 3 bibe hipe in pe capte teb. 

job pimman pcx p^p. oc pcse hebbe Jitel blippe mib 
him. 3 xpipt ne polbe p he pculbe lan je pixan. 3 psepb 
tet ant lnp motep beien. 3 te eopl op Anjxu psept 
tet. 3 hip pune ]3enpi toe to pe pice. Ant te cuen 
op Fpance to -tael te ppa pe kinj. 3 pcse com to pe 
mnje eopl J^enpi. 3 he toe hipe to piue. 3 al Peitou 
mit hipe. Da pepte he mit micel p/ejvt into Gnjle- 
lant. 3 pan captlep. 3 te king, pepte ajenep hijn mi- 
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1 m „ np re nS. “I boSpaspepe puten hi noht. oc pep- 
^/fTnrp hircou T t:e pife men berpux heom. *3 

iie hc hieh. ] xfccjf hij- Wei ppepenjii king. 1 « 

,elU Urn pophakp ~J he hm, 

•cpUy-p rrulte ben betpyx heom 3 on ai c j 

Sinope popuuapoep K 

,er -l pLmen* 111 Da pap fe eopl unfeppanjen 

et Win-certne ant set Luntene mit micel puptpcipe. 
mt alle titen him man-pet. ant puopen pe paip to 
halten ant hit papt pone puibe jot paip pua p neupe 
Lr hene. Da papVkinj ptpenjepe panne he seuept 
hen pip- 1 re eopl peppe ouep pse. 3 al F olc him 
luuete/poP he tite jot juptipe 3 makete paip.- 

Nearlv about this time, the following pieces of poetry 
feem to have been written, of which I have inferted 
only fhort fragments ; the firft is a rude attempt at the 
prefent meafure of eight fyllables, and the fecond is a 
natural introdu&ion to Robert of Gloucefter , being com- 
nofed in the fame meafure, which, however rude and 
barbarous it may feem, taught the way to the Alexan- 
drines of the French poetry . 

U R m fee bi wefr fpaynge. 

If a lont) lhote cokaygne. 

Der mf lont> untier heuenriche. 

Of wel of gotrnif hit lliche. 

Doy paraOif be miri ant) briyr. 

Dokaygn if of fairir fiyr. 

What if per in paraOif. 

Bor graffe ant) flure ant) grenenf. 

Doy per be 101 ant) grer t>ute. 

Der mf met bote frute. 

Der mf halle bure no bench. 

Bor wanr man if purfro quench. 

Bep per no men bur rwo. 

^ely ant) enok alfo. 

Elinjlich may hi go. 

Whar per wonip men no mo. 

In cokaygne if met ant) trink. 

Wipure care how ant) fwink. 

De met if trie pe t>rink fo clere. 

To none ruflin ant) fopper. 

I figge for fop boute were. 

Der mf lont) on erpe if pere. 

Untier heuen mf lont) 1 wifie. 

Of fo mochil 101 ant) bliffe. 

Der if mam fwete fiyte. 

Al if bai mf per no myte. 

Der mf barer noper frrif. 

Nif per no tep ac euer lif. 

Der mf lac of met no clop. 

Der mf no man no woman wrop. 

Der mf ferpent wolf no fox. 

£orf no capil. kowe no ox. 

Der mf fchepe no fwine no gore. 

No non horwyla got) it wore. 

No])er harate noper ftobe. 

De lant) if ful ot oper got>e. 

Nif per flei fie no lowfe. 

In clop in roune bet) no houfe. 

Der mf bunnir flete no hawle. 

No non vile worme no fnawile. 

No non frorm rein no wint)e. 

Der mf man no woman blinte. 

Ok al if game 101 ant gle. 

Wel if him par per mai be. 

Der bep riverf grer ant) fine. 

Of oile melk horn ant) wine. 

Wanr feruip per to noping. 

Bor to fiyr ant) to wauffing. 

SANCTA MARGARETTA. 

|LDE ant yonge 1 preit ou oure folief for to lete. 
Dencher on got) par yef ou wit oure funnefto bete. 
pere mai tellen ou. wit) wortef feire ant fwete. 

De vie of one meifcan. waf hoten COareorete. 

pire fater waf a patriae, af ic ou tehen may 
In aunnoge wif echef 1 Se falfe lay. 
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Deve aosef anr ooumbe. he ferveO mtt anr Cay, 

Ro ceoen mony obere. bar finger weilawey. 

TbeoOofins waf if nome. on enft ne leveOe he noutt. 
n e levers on be fa'legooef. Bar pert-n wiO honnen wi outt. 
|o far ch.fo fcul« chnftme ben. ic com h,m well m 

e beo wen ir were ,bore. ro Oefe ir were ibjroutt. 

De mooer waf an hebene w,f Jar hire ro wyman bere. 

Do bar chilt) lborewal. noire ho hit fui faie. 

Do fe nte ir into afye. wit) meflagerf ful yare. 

To a nonice par hire wifte. anr ferre hire to ore. 

De nonce bar hire wifte. chiltren aheuete feuene. 

De eittepe waf maregrete. enfref may o. heuene. 

Talef ho am tolte. ful feire anr ful euene. 

Wou ho poleten marnrt>om. fem Laurence anr iein 

Sreuene. 

In thefe fragments, the adulteration of the Saxon 
tongue, by a mixture of the Norman , becomes appa- 
rent^ yet it is not fo much changed by the admixture ot 
new words, which might be imputed to commerce with 
the continent, as by changes of its own forms and ter- 
minations j lor which no reafon can be given. 

Hitherto the language ufed in this ifland, however 
different in fucceffive time, may be called Saxon-, nor 
can it be expedfed, from the nature of things gra- 
dually changing, that any time can be afiigned, when 
the Saxon may be laid to ceafe, and the Englifh to com- 
mence. Robert of Gloucefter however, who is placed by 
the criticks in the thirteenth century, feems to have ufed 
a kind of intermediate didtion, neither Saxon nor Englifh ; 
in his work therefore we fee the tranfition exhibited, 
and, as he is the firft of our writers in rhyme, of whom 
any large work remains, a more extenfive quotation is 
extradled. He writes apparently in the fame meaiure 
with the foregoing authour of St. Margarite , which po- 
lifhed into greater exadtnefs, appeared to our anceftors 
fo fuitable to the genius of the Englifh language, that it 
was continued in ufe almoft to the middle of the feven- 
teenth century. 

F pe batayles of Denemarch, pat hii dude in pys 
londe 

pat worft v/ere of alle opere, we mote abbe an honde. 
Worft hii were, vor opere adde fomwanne ydo, 

A§ Romeyns & Saxons, &~wel wufte pat lond perto. 

Ac hii ne kepte yt holde nojt, bote robby, and fifende. 
And deftrue, & berne, & fie, & ne coupe abbe non ende. 
And bote lute yt nas worp, pey hii were ouercomeylome. 
Vor myd ffypes and gret peer as preft effone hii come. 
Kyng Adel wolf of pys lond kyng was tuenty jer. 
pe Deneys come by hym ryuor pan hii dude er. 

Vor in pe al our vorft jer of ys kynedom 
Myd pre & prytty ffypuol men her prince hyder come. 
And at Souphamtone aryued, an hauene by Soupe. 
Anoper gret oft pulke tyme aryuede at Portefmoupe. 

)e kyng nufte weper kepe, at delde ys oft atuo. 

)e Denes adde pe mayftre. po al was ydo, 

And by Eftangle & Lyndeleye hii wende vorp atte lafte. 
And fo hamward al by Kent, & flowe & barnde vafte. 
Ajen wynter hii wende hem. anoper jer eft hii come. 
And deftrude Kent al out, and Londone nome. 
pus al an ten jer pat lond hii brojte per doune. 

So pat in pe tepe jer of pe kynge’s croune, 

Al byfoupe hii come alond, and pet folc of Somerfete 
poru pe bylfop Alcfton and pet folc of Dorfete 
Hii come & fmyte an batayle, & pere, poru Code’s grace, 
pe Deneys were al bynepe,' & pe lond folc adde pe place. 
And more prowefie dude po, pan pe kyng myjte byuore, 
peruore gode lond men ne bep nojt al verlore. 
pe kyng was pe boldore po, & ajen hem pe more drou. 
And ys foure godes fones woxe vafte y nou, 

Edelbold and Adelbryjt, Edelred and Alfred, 
pys was a ftalwarde tern, & of gret wyl'dom & red. 

And kynges were al foure, & defendede wel pys lond. 
An Deneys dude flame ynou, pat me volwel vond. 

In fyxtepe jere of pe kynge’s kynedom 
Is eldefte forie Adelbold gret oft to hym nome, 

And ys fader alfo god, and opere heye men al fo, 

And wende ajen pys Deneys, muche wo adde y do. 

Vor 
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